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New Old World

Rhode Island architect
Nancy Leslie placed
windows and porches
throughout this beach
house, capturing
glorious seaside views.
See Resources.
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MAKING SOMETHING NEW LOOK OLD,

i. like 1t had been there forever, was key for the homeowner of this Rhode Island beach house. Her husband's extended fanuly had

' summered here—among a cluster of shingled houses bordering the Atlantic coast with views of Block Island—for 75 years unul
Hurricane Sandy wreaked havoc in 2012. This new house, completed 1n 2013 by local architect Nancy Leslie, takes its cue from the
Queen Anne—style summer cottage architecture popular in the 19th century. Connecticur—based interior designer Charlotte Barnes

blended family mementos, colorful fabrics and unique finds to give the house an easy, breezy style without looking overly decorated.
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“We so wanted to bring our old house with us,”
says the homeowner. “Charlotte was really good at
taking what I had, incorporating new things and
making it all look fabulous.” A blue hanging sail-
fish (a replica of one the clients mother-in-law had
caught in the sixties>, an old marine chest, a wicker
sofa, some beds, a railing and a painting of the fam-
ily’s original house by artist Eric Forstmann all
made their way into the new abode.

The homeowner wanted to hire Barnes as
soon as she visited the designer’s own house in
Connecticut. “I liked the feeling I gor walking into
her house,” the client explains. I felt comfortable. I
knew that Charlotte could do what [ wanted.”

For authenticity and a sense of place, Barnes
shopped locally—=scouring stores in Rhode Island,
Hudson, Connecticut and the Hamprons. She took
her chent to a Quadrille outlet where they found
the fabrics that jumpstarted the color scheme.

“I just started pulling fabrics and snipping things
and playing around,” says Barnes. And boom, we
had a couple of things that we could really work
with. 'm very much about buy what you love, and
we will work 1t out” The client loves green, blue,
brown and corals, so the designer started there.

“We did this on a shoestring with these beauti-
ful fabrics,” notes the homeowner. “Charlotte knew
that's how I wanted to do things. She got me. This
is a beach house. It’s not meant to be fancy”

While Barnes likes to inject jolts of color, she
keeps a common thread throughout. *It’s nice to
think about the house as a whole,” says the designer.
“When we make the presentation to the client, they
get a feel for how that thread carries through.”

The four-bedroom home is only used in July and
August, when famuly and friends gather to relax
and enjoy. The homeowners often entertain on the
porch outside the second-floor master bedroom
because of its breathraking views of a pond, seagrass
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Bird’s Eye View In the kitchen (tHis PaGE), a mirror from John Rosselli Antiques and a vintage bird
sculpture are complemented by walls in Farrow & Ball’s Calke green; bar stools wear a combination
of Quadrille damask (backs) and Zoffany twill (seats). Covered dining on the back porch (orposITE PAGE)
makes for relaxed outdoor entertaining with unbroken water vistas. See Resources.
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Waves Of Color (CLOCKWISE ACROSS
SPREAD FROM LEFT) On a clear day, it's
possible to see Block Island from this
sandy beach. A canvas palm from
the Canvas Nursery adds whimsy

to the great room bar atop the

clients own sideboard; lampshade

is through Bunny Williams Home.

In the great room, Quadrille striped
fabric gives Palecek rattan chairs
some contemporary flair. The custom
sofa wears a DelLany & Long fabric;
swivel chairs through the Antique and
Artisan Gallery are upholstered in a
Brunschwig & Fils cotton-linen blend.
The seagrass area rug is through
Turabian & Sariyan. In the hallway, a
sailfish is mounted above a bench
from Michael Trapp, which sports
Quadrille fabrics on the cushion and
pillows. See Resources.
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Bedroom Bliss (CLOCKWISE ACROSS
SPREAD FROM LEFT) In one bedroom,
Quadrille florals freshen up a
headboard that once belonged to
the husband’s mother, while a pair of
palm tree lamps from Circa Who with
Bunny Williams Home lampshades
top Serena & Lily side tables. In the
master bedroom, patterned Bunny
Williams Home lamps complement a
custom spool bed and loveseat throw
pillow fabric from Oomph; bench is
through BK Antiques; garden stool

is through Mecox. Zebra artwork by
Mary Maguire through Hamptons
Antique Galleries adorns the wall of
another bedroom; a coral bedside
lamp from Pottery Barn wears a
custom lampshade in a Shyam Ahuja
fabric. See Resources.

and the ocean beyond. Everywhere, comfort was cru-
cial—pracuical fabrics that could withstand dogs on
the furniture and people traipsing in from the beach.
“There are lots of dogs, everybody’s up on the sofa,
everybody’s up on everything,” laughs Barnes. “You
want to be able to sit, put a drink down, relax and be
comfortable. Its about plopping down and not want-
ing to get up. You want everybody to stay a while”
A red and white quilt 1s slung over the sofa in case
someone wants to take a nap. A blanket trunk sis at
the end of a bed 1n a guest room, providing a home
for luggage. Its all practical, inviting, layered and fun.
Finding a designer who respected the sharing of
1deas and could sometimes take the client out of her
comfort zone was critical. “If Charlotte gave me three
chouces, she always knew which one I'd pick, and
usually I'd go with the safest” says the homeowner.
“But sometimes I'd say to her: "Tell me what to do.
Charlotte had a knack for letting me, be me.”
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